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in the hands of the auctioneer Hannibal Fischer than in
those of the Bismarck ministry.1 The right of complain-
ing and grumbling over this government's annihilation of
German hopes would have afforded the deputies far more
satisfaction than the progress already made on the way to
their fulfilment. . I here insert some passages from a
speech I delivered on June i, 1865, in support of the
extraordinary Navy Budget:a

' Certainly in no question during the last twenty years
has public opinion in Germany been so unanimous as in
the question of the navy. We have seen that the polit-
ical clubs, the press, and the Diets have given expression
to their sympathies; and these sympathies have resulted
ih the collection of comparatively quite considerable
sums. Reproaches were brought against the government
and against the Conservative party for the tardiness and
the parsimony with which they have proceeded in this
direction; the Liberal parties were particularly active in
this respect. We thought, therefore, that this proposal
will be a genuine pleasure to you. , . .

' I was not prepared to find in the report of the com-
mittee an indirect apology for Hannibal Fischer, who
brought the German fleet to the hammer. That German
fleet, too, thus came to grief because J?arty passion was
more potent than public spirit in the German domains,
equally in the higher administrative circles and in the
lower. I hope the same destiny is not appointed for us.

(I was further somewhat surprised that so large a
space in the report was devoted to technicalities. I do not
doubt there are many of you who know more about naval

'    1 Cf. the speech of June i, 1865.    Politiscfa Reden, ii. 356.
* Politische Reden, p. 355.
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